
Komaneka Re-
Bali Art, Culture
and Epiphany

Ubud with its green surrounds is the place of dreams for honeymooners
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I dozed off dressed in a lightweight kaftan nightgown, reading a 
bedtime story on “Galungan”, the celebrations that take place every 
210 days. In Bali, there are two calendars, one following the lunar 
cycle, the other, the solar cycle. But in practice, there are many 
calendars, a personal one, a familial one, a village one, and many 
more which follow a pattern of daily rituals inherited from time past. 
The gods are omnipresent and a cyclical rhythm of life prevails in 
the daily routines of the Balinese. During Galungan, the Balinese 
celebrate the triumph of good over evil, which culminates in the 
joyous final celebrations on the tenth day, called “Kuningan”. There 
are the penjors, the long bamboo offering poles that appear during 
this period of thanksgiving and prayers, which must be placed 
to the right of the entrance to each abode. Komaneka Resorts 
entrance has one. I found offerings at the poolside and by the lobby 
driveway every morning as well. Komaneka is not a cookie-cutter 
big-chain resort. Whilst mod-cons and guest service are both up to 
international resort standards, Komaneka is personable, suffused 
with the spirit of Bali. Every stay is never too far from a more close-
up appreciation of the art and rituals visitors have come to associate 
with Bali.

Mr Koman Suteja, son of Suteja Neka, opened the eponymous resort 
with his architect wife, Mansri, first at the popular Monkey Forest 
Road in Bali’s cultural heart, Ubud, back in 1996. From the natural 
materials used in the construction of the villas to the design of the 
bales (open air pavilions) to the selection of local artworks on display 
in the bedrooms, one can tell that the duo are trained to cosmopolitan 
tastes but yet still retain their own Balinese cultural integrity. Villas are 
erected using strong teak beams and roofed with thickly-thatched 
alang-alang, much in the traditional language of house-building on 
the island. And typical of houses found in the region, light and the 
freshness of nature is brought indoors through large windows with 
louvred shading, and the interior is richly and naturally furnished 
with earthy accents, such as woven storage boxes and mosquito 
nets hung from bamboo grids, but with a few original surprises 
like the deep volcanic stone bathtub. Traditional Balinese homes 
are commonly ringed by stone walls. In the remake at the second 
Komaneka Resort at Tangga Yuda village, 15 minutes away from 
Ubud centre, the outer wall occupies only one corner of each

villas compound, with the rest of each property being fully open to the 
luxuriant green valley, offering unparalleled vistas to the Oos River below, 
especially from the plunge pool at the edge.

Suteja, the father, is well-known as the promoter of Balinese art and 
culture. He has worked with Singapore Art Museum and Singapore Food 
Festival to showcase Balinese artworks and cuisine. Non-art connoisseurs 
would be converts by the time their stay is over, as the resort offers daily 
complimentary entry and shuttle service to the Neka Art Museum, started 
by Suteja in 1982 and the pride of the family heirloom, which today is 
widely known to be the most comprehensive collection of Indonesian and 
Balinese art in the country, including documentation of Ubud style paintings 
influenced by Western aesthetics, paintings by the Dutch-born Arie Smit 
and Indonesia’s most eminent artist, I Gusti Nyoman Lempad, photo 
exhibits and a keris (dagger) collection. Koman, the son, has continued 
this family passion in preserving fine Balinese art, as owner of the Neka 
Fine Art Gallery in Ubud and a curator for exhibitions featuring up-and-
coming local artists. He has a hand in picking the paintings exhibited at 
the resorts’ villas. From time to time, the pieces from the Neka gallery are 
circulated to both Komaneka Resorts for guest’s enjoyment. If you like 
what you see in your villa, it is available for sale. There is also an in-house 
art gallery at both resorts.
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Komaneka at Monkey Forest is designed for families and shopaholics. 
Komaneka at Tangga Yuda, away from the main retail action, is 
quieter and meant for honeymooners, with wedding services taking 
place every now and then. The welcome flower petal arrangement 
on the king bed may appear cheesy upon your arrival, but couples 
soon leave that behind, as a massage for two and a romantic 
candlelight dinner served at the villa sets the mood just right. After 
a bottle of champagne rose, one can only be thankful for the helpful 
butlers ensuring that the right orders for breakfast have been taken 
the night before. Identify your favourite breakfast menu from a vast 
selection, including American, Continental and Indonesian. The 
special lemongrass and ginger syrup fruit salad is delectable, while 
the egg Florentine and the low fat baked ricotta served with slow-
roasted paprika and pesto can make a healthy, hearty brunch. A soft 
bell is heard right on the dot at your preferred time as instructed, and 
the sumptuous breakfast tray placed discreetly on your day bed as 
you enjoy your morning soak.

The Balinese have their time-honoured way with food, just like 
the way they unfailingly observe the daily rituals of offerings to the 
Gods. No fast food. Just food fit for the gods would be served. I was 
served dinner at my villa by Made one evening. When he asked 
me how long should he leave me with my soup appetiser before 
returning with the entree, and I said “15 minutes”, he appeared 
to be taken aback. I only understood later that I was not in-sync 
with Balinese time yet. Made explained to me the long process of 
infusing the banana shoots with sea salt the night before, and then 
slow-cooking the shoots before the soup was presented to me. He 
took half an hour to explain this culinary background to me, which 
made my “15 minutes” seem disrespectful, coming from a greedy 
tourist disregarding of local customs, which I was. For my entree of 
spiced roast duck, which took the cooks 12 hours to prepare, I made 
an effort and savoured it slowly over two hours. The duck actually 
tasted that much better, when prepared unhurriedly and consumed 
with enjoyment rather than with an appetite for quick satiation!

All the staff at Komaneka is locally-hired and exceptionally well-
trained to meet the expectations of international travellers, but 
service is always with a local touch. The staff can show you how 
to make a Balinese offering from woven leaves, and also share 
cooking, woodcarving and dancing skills with you. I spent more 
time chatting with Made about local food. When he realised that 
I wanted to try babi guling (Balinese suckling pig), he offered a 
restaurant name, Ibu Oka, but then upon my insistence to sample it 
where the locals would go, recommended a stall down at the night 
market nearby. The stall had no name, but he could get the driver 
to bring me there. Staying at Komaneka Resort felt like staying over 
at a friend’s place.

A walk outside and you are in the centre of Tangga Yuda village 
life. Farmers carrying their produce, women dressed in sarongs on 
their way back from prayers at the temple, and men congregating 
to compare notes before a cockfight (now outlawed but during the 
Galungan celebrations, this traditional game is allowed). Every 
Tuesday and Friday, the resort brings guests out to Cekingan, 
where one can see rice terraces winding down the slopes, with 
the evening sun reflecting off the irrigated terraces and illuminating 
the valley in gold. Fifty percent of the locals are still farming, while 
the other half is involved in crafts, including stone-carving, wood-
carving, furniture making and others.
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Further off, at Petulu Village, one is treated to sightings 
of thousands of kokokans (white herons) returning home 
in formation across the sky and over the fields to roost 
on tree- and roof-tops. The resort staff hands you a large 
umbrella, which shields yourself from bird droppings. A 
few large splats of it and you’d soon be thankful for the 
canopy over your head. Petulu villagers are maestros of 
frame-making. The main village street is lined with frames 
of all sizes made from various woods. And the frame-
makers live in harmony with the kokokans, needing no 
special umbrella to protect themselves. And surprisingly, 
we did not see any dropping-stained face or laundry 
during a walk through the village. We contributed a small 
conservation donation each, appreciative of the villagers 
opening their lives to us camera-clutching tourists. On 
the way back, we passed an open field with kids having 
a kick-out, with two bamboo poles serving as the goal 
posts. By nightfall, all is quiet, the night rejuvenating itself 
for the new dawn.

And these are the memories of Bali one would always 
fantasise of bringing home. Or rather, this is the Bali that 
has drawn so many visitors to return here as residents. 
It is the same attraction that had drawn Gauguin to stay 
in Tahiti and paint his famed women. It is the attraction of 
the primal rhythm of things, of tradition, ritual and respect 
and appreciation for Earths abundance, which has left 
Bali a place in my heart. Of course, the pursed-lip legong 
dancers with the graceful hands and the spell-binding 
Ramayana spectacles performed with fire at sunset 
enchant the first-time visitor to Bali. But preserving 
one’s roots and innocence and rejoicing in the simple 
life amidst mass tourism, rapid development and terrorist 
bombings, is an epiphany of life’s true meaning only 
the Balinese can show to the rest of us. And my stay 
at Komaneka Resort brought me so much closer to the 
people and their way of life. I come away changed, for 
the better.
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Enjoy additional privileges at Komaneka Resort by booking a package from Launchpad, a travel concierge service started by 
the partners of Bali’s sleek Hu’u bar. Staff is familiar with the local terrain and is committed to sharing the scoop on places 
they would go to themselves. Make enquiries on accommodation, transport, party and butler services arrangements.

Contact 6733 4268 or info@launchpadasia.com

Valley Pool Villa at Komaneka Tanqqayuda overlooking the Oos River 
USD199++ per villa per night (Minimum 2 nights’ booking) 
Includes:
Return airport transfer, 1-hour Balinese massage for two, candlelight dinner for two, lychee martini at Hu’u Bar for two, 
daily breakfast for two, daily fresh flowers and afternoon tea, daily tour to Neka Museum, free shuttle to Ubud centre.
Promotion Period: 1 Apr 08 to 30 Jun 08 
Quote “Exquisite” when making a booking.


